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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Sebaste, Turkey in Asia, August io, 1883. 

Sir : 

Those of your readers who are interested in the exploration of Greek antiquity 
in the East, are no doubt acquainted with the work in Asia Minor during the 
past three years, of Mr. W. M. Ramsay, of Oxford. But for the information of 
those who are not familiar with the archaeological doings of the day, it may be 
necessary to state that the object of Mr. Ramsay's journeys is to illustrate the 
history of Asia Minor by a careful and comprehensive study of all the existing 
remains of antiquity. Accordingly copies and impressions of inscriptions are 
made, the sculptured monuments are drawn and described, coins of cities are 
collected as far as feasible, and in short, the aim is to do everything that will 
in any way illustrate or increase our knowledge of Greek and Roman antiquity 
in Asia Minor. Last winter in Athens it was, of course, well known in archae- 
ological circles that Mr. Ramsay contemplated an extensive tour in Asia Minor 
during the present summer, and it was also known to a few that two members 
of the French school at Athens had a similar archaeological journey in view. 
Mr. Ramsay was asked to give a minute description of the route he proposed 
to take, in order that the Frenchmen might traverse a different district and 
not interfere in the least with the English expedition. In explanation of what 
follows it is perhaps proper to state that the writer was invited to join the 
English expedition. 

The Frenchmen left Saraikieui, the present terminus of the Ottoman Rail- 
way, about ten days before we did. One of the two became ill and returned 
to Smyrna, leaving M. Paris to continue the journey alone. We had not pro- 
ceeded far, when we were astonished to find ourselves upon his trail. We 
could see what he had done, or more properly speaking what he had left 
undone. We noticed that he left whole series of villages unvisited and unex- 
plored. Even in places he had touched we saw that much had been left 
undone that might easily have been done with but small expenditure of time 
and energy. For instance, in one village we copied nine inscriptions which 
M. Paris had left untouched. This we knew because some digging and adjust- 
ment of fragments was necessary in order to read the inscriptions. All this 
very apparent hurry led us to believe that M. Paris was heading for the eastern 
country, and took cognizance of things in intermediate districts simply en 
passant. 

But it appears, as will be seen presently, that this was intended for earnest 
work in the line of archaeological research. After a time we passed through 
the villages Sevaslee and Seljikler, in the neighborhood of which the ancient 
Sebaste was situated, its name being preserved in the modern Sevaslee. Ten 
days after our visit to these villages the July number of the Bulletin de Corres- 
pondance Hellenique— the publication of the French school at Athens — came 
to hand. This July number was published in advance of the May and June 
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numbers; at least 'the latter had not yet reached the subscribers in Smyrna. In 
the July number we found a paper on the inscriptions of Sebaste, by M. Paris. 
He had brought his short excursion to an abrupt termination and had gone to 
Smyrna to publish the results of his journey. A glance at his paper sufficed to 
reveal to us errors in almost all of the inscriptions. We were thoroughly con- 
vinced of the accuracy of our readings, but when, in the course of our zigzags, 
we found ourselves once more in the neighborhood of Sevaslee and Seljikler, 
it was made convenient for the writer to revisit those villages in order to verify 
our own readings as well as those of M. Paris. Besides this, impressions of the 
stones were made, so that the accuracy of the statements which follow may be 
easily verified. The long inscription published by M. Paris bears the date 99 
A. D., and most probably marks an era in the Hellenisation of the city of 
Sebaste. The yepovoia was a feature of Greek cities, and as the cities of the 
interior became Hellenized they adopted, among other things, the institution 
of the yepovoia. So that on the whole it may be safely assumed that the stone 
was erected in commemoration of the organization of the ycpovaia in Sebaste. 
It may, however, be noted that the interpretation of M. Paris is altogether 
different. 

In lines 1-2, M. Paris reads 'AoKATixiaSov 'Ep/ioyevovc;. It is true that here 
the stone is much worn, but nevertheless ' AmcXijinaSov tov 'Epfwyevovt; may be 
easily distinguished. In line 4, M. Paris reads [ — ~\va tov nal 'Avtuviov, but 
the stone has Haira tov nal ' AvtovIov. In line 29, col. I, he reads M.r/v6<pc%oc 
ISteindos fuaei Evir&Topoc. It is true that here M. Paris has the correct reading 
so far as the letters themselves are concerned, if I may except a distinct and 
unmistakable dot both before and after the B of his word BXswidot;. Still that 
he understands the signification of the letters is a daring assumption. I need 
scarcely mention that Mr/vdQiXog /3' is the short way of indicating that the man 
in question bore the same name as his father, or in other words it stands in 
place of Mr/v6<pi?iog Mrivofy'Aov. It was usual to write the second name of a man 
after that of his father, so that the passage under discussion is clearly Mi/votpiXo; 
<Kc AkmSog (phase Biirdropoc. In line 31, col. I, M. Paris reads 'Iteyov ; the 
stone has <pAsya>v. The down-stroke of the <p is bold, while the circular part is 
quite small, but it is very plain even in the impression. In lines 40-41, M. 
Paris gives up the contest and reads : 

' Ali^avSpos Me/Ur«voc AON 
Atodwpog Bavdlwrrov Teivog. 

This apparent difficulty is easily explained. The stonecutter inserted the latter 
half of the word Aovyelvoc under the AON in line 41, seeing that the space in 
line 40 was limited. The -yecvoc is not horizontal, but runs at a small angle 
upwards, from which it is clear that line 40 must read 'AteljavSpoc MeXiTuvoQ 
Aovyeivog. 

In line 46, col. I, M. Paris reads Tkfuo( Aadav; the stone has Te/icog Aadwv. 
The name Tt/tu>s sounds queer enough, and may be a mistake on the part of the 
stonecutter for TtTOuog, but the M is certain. In lines 41-42, col. 2, M. Paris reads 
II<CT-6c 'ImroKptTov tov ml Novrdvov, and assures us that both his copy and his 
impression have Novravov, not Mov'dvov. This is doubtless true, but the stone 
and my impression both read unmistakably Movt&vov, and just as unmistakably 
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Mr/vonpirov instead of the 'IimoKptTOv of M. Paris ; that is, Tlairdg MqvoKplrov tov 
Kai Movrdvov. 

For the sake of completeness and easy reference the text of the inscription 
is inserted here. 

'AyaBfj Hvxf 
"Erovg pity km icpeov ' ' AaKktjKid&av 
tov 'Ep/ioyevovg ml SdvBov ' ApTefiuv[oc] 
oi loeXBfrvTcg [ £ ]'f T V V ytpovaiav • 
QeoyeviK Haitd tov Kai 'Avtmi'iov, 
5 'Apiaravtg T/imovog, Aiddupog 'iTnroSdfiov, 



Column I. 

Mhavdpog Awvvciov, 

TLairdg Ke/icov, 

Aiddopog Mqvofi'Xov, 

Atoviicmg 'Apiorcov, 
10 'HXiag 'Airo/.Ttcoviov, 

Otoyevr/g Qeoyevovg iarpdg, 

'Xmroveucog 'ApTefudupov, 

Aioviimog Nf'yepof , 

AdSrjg 'AXe!;dvd*pov, 
15 fyipfuog HarpoMovg, 

Moff^Of 'IjTKOVeiKOV, 

'Newac'iarv JSvlXavog, 

Evfpaarog Kaioapog, 

Mdpmg Ovatepiog Kpicfog GTpaTilbTrig, 
20 'ABdvig 'AireMd, 

'Ep/ioysvqs NetKaotovog, 

Kovaprog 'AiroX- 
Xuviov, 

Moaxoc Mevavfipov, 
25 Harpo/cA^f Aiofiapov, 

M.6ax°( 'ATre/.Tid, 

'Pa/idig ' AmroTAwiov, 

Tlpurag 'AvrcfuvTog, 

Mijvdty&og . B . Aetudog 
30 (pvffec EvizaTopog, 

M. OiiaXeptog $X£yov, 

"ArTaXog 'Apre/udapov, 

Tdlog Ova?Jpwg Ad[v]yof OTpaTiirrrig, 

MeMtuv Koikov, 
35 'Siaivr/g McvearpaTov, 

Net/tag Ti/ioBeov, 

Tdlog KapfieiXig Taiov vldg, 
<J>a/?ia, MiBpaddrtig, 

ArijifiTpuog 'Airira, 
40 ' AMS-avdpog MeXhavog Aov- 



COLUMN II. 

Aiovvaiog Aiovvaiov, 
'Aff/olaf Ks/jyov, 
Qevddg 'Aptfid^ov, 
Moax&C HeveoTpdrov, 
MeveoBehg BetxJa, 
' AM$avdpog Qevdd, 
MqvonpiTog SdvBov, 
"Avdpuv Aiodapov, 

'liTirdviKo; ' AvTifavrog, 
' AXk^avSpog Mevdvdpov, 
TXvkqv 'ApiGTcJvtdog, 
'AvTHp&v TlpoTO/idxov, 

r. 'XovXiog Jlp6K.y-.og, 
KXaviUa TevBpavrig, 
r. 'lovXiog TipoKAog vlog, 
'lovXia 'lovfaavrj Bvydrqp, 
F. , \oi)Xiog Tlp6Khog AiXtav6g, 
Y. 'Jov/uog Tspftavog, 
Mooxdg 'Atttto, 
"AvTv7J.og fyuoirdropog, 
Atovvctog Atovv- 

ciov 4?/.aoviav6g, 
^Q'Aog "AX<j>iog "Airep, 



'Apicreag Acovvoiov, 
Kpd-r/g 'Iir- 

TTod&[WV, 

TSetKopdg 26?Mvog, 

'ArreXXag 

'A?r£/lAa, 
Evfihr/g 'AttoK- 

Tiuvlov, 
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Column I. Column II. 

Aidfiopog £avdiinrov r -yen/of, Hairag MyvoKpcrov 

Ilon-af 'AfityinaTov, roii koI Hovravov, 

ME/Urav Me/UruTOf, 'Avdpsag Map- 

'Alet-avdpoc Tei/xodiov, kov, 
45 AwSapo; Ti'rot), 

Tip.X]ios AaSuv, AwWupoc 

'lovVia 1ev6pav[ric] TlaTpotiUovs, 
Up6a?.ov Bvyhrrip, 

There is much doubt and uncertainty about the functions of the priests and 
priestesses of the Roman Emperors, as well as concerning the date of the 
institution of the office. Consequently all inscriptions which bear on this 
interesting point are of great importance, especially if they are dated, as is the 
case with the following inscription. The date of an inscription is always im- 
portant, and it is in regard to the date of this inscription that M Paris has 
sinned grievously. The stone has ET0T2 . 2119 in large and perfectly preserved 
letters, with an unmistakable dot between the two 2's. This makes the date 
205 A. D., whereas M. Paris leaves out the 2 of the date and reads 110, that is, 
5 A. D. Thus he misses the truth by a matter of 200 years. 

Kara to ■koXKo.iuq dd^avra 
rfi fiovkij ml t£ Srijiu 
T&tfijiiav 'AploTr/v levdpav- 
riSa apxttpeiav r^f 'A<n'a? 
oi IS101 dpEirrol Trap 1 iavrav, 
imfiF.Xqoafifaov K. Me/t/i'tov 
Kvpov roi) Tprxpius avTijq • 
irov; (nrff, fui(ybi) la', a' • 

The inscription is in the wall of the minaret of the mosque. It is noteworthy 
that on a ground stone of this same minaret there is another inscription, not 
ten feet distant from the one given above. For this inscription we look in 
vain in the paper of M. Paris. 

In the following inscription M. Paris reads ■Koiricap.ivrig instead of Trpovor/ca- 
pivris. The letters votj are in ligature, so that the v and the r) are combined, 
and above them is a small o ; the ir and p were also most probably in liga- 
ture, although in my copy I find n alone. 

['Aya]By rvxy 

'H pov^rj ical 6 dr/fio; erei/it/csv 
K6'1(vtov) Mi/i/uov 'XapiSrjjiov 
Teidpavra, 'Aoiat; apxteptov 
iyyovov, ijpua, apcarov pr/ropa, 
tj}<; avaaraasag ir[p]ovotica/i£v)!<; 
XrareMac KaXXiydvys rrjr; 
HyTpbs aiirov • 
Itovc TKff, priiybf;) ff. 
Date 245 A. D. 
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In the following inscription in the yard of the Mussafir Odah of Seljikler, 
M. Paris wonders at the strange form TravToirukms. Unfortunately the stone 
has irav Toir&lrft pure and simple. 

Not having the Bulletin beside me, I do not know what M. Paris has made 
of the praenomen in line I. The stone is broken at the commencement for 
the space of three letters. The first letter is gone ; the second is probably an 
N, the third is either a T or a V. The praenomen may be 'Avt., but cannot be 
Avp. 

['Avt ?] HciXXiav navTOTrldhfc 
avrti Kal r§ yvvaud Avp. 
'Afiftia Zrp>o6oTov Kal role; 
Tixvoiq aiirov KarmKevacnv 
£6iv to ijpuov ' el 6e Tig irepov 
itnaevkvKt) two. ecre av~Q 
jrpof Tov dedv. 
Itovc t/i\ [iijfvbg) ff, k\ 
Date 256 A. D. 

J. R. S. Sterrett. 



